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"THE  UNIVERSALITY  OP  CHRISTMAS  LAY". 


As  the  years  and  centuries  come  and  go,  there  is  no  dimin- 
ishing of  the  world's  interest  in  Christmas.  Whether  the  man  be 
Jew  or  Gentile,  white,  black,  or  brown, atheist .agnostic  or  Chris- 
tian, Christmas  has  some  interest  for  him. 

To  the  business  world  this  is  a  month  of  contemplation  and 
anticipation  for  large  business  requirements  to  supply  the  needs 
of  those  who  desire  to  give  festivity  and  cheer  to  others. 

The  public  service  throughout  the  world  has  to  be  largely 
increased  to  meet  the  exchange  of  international  greetings  in  its 
varied  forms. 

Indeed,  there  seems  to  be  no  phase  of  the  economic  or  dom- 
estic life  which  is  not  very  seriously  affected  for  real  good,that 
even  those  whose  strength  is  so  heavily  taxed  with  the  long  hours 
and  extra  work  appear  to  go  at  it  with  smiles  and  a  good  will.thus 
verifying  the  promise  of  the  Heavenly  Host  on  that  occasion- "do- 
ry to  Cod  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  Peace, good  will  toward  all 
men"  . 

The  very  fact  that  the  above  is  manifestly  true  throughout 
the  whole  world,  and  generally  all  men  do  really  desire  peace  and 
happiness,  surely  it  is  more  so  with  God,  for  He  has  declared  that 
He  so  loved  the  world  that  He  gave  His  only  begotten  Son  for  the 
redemption  of  men,  that  they  might  be  assisted  in  bringing  about 
this  wonderful  condition  of  affairs. 

Because  they  have  seen  the  opposite  conditions  prevailing 
since  history  has  been  recorded  many  are  inclined  to  submit  to  the 
the  idea  that  it  is  the  natural  or  true  condition  for  the  human 
race . 

But  God,  our  Eternal  Father,  and  His  Son,  Jesus  Chris  tjbave 
declared  that  it  is  not  a  correct  or  natural  condition  for  the  hu- 
man race  to  live  in  such  discord,  but  a  probationary  state, giving 
man  power  to  develop  by  resisting  evil  instead  of  submitting  to 
it. 

He  whose  birth  we  so  joyously  commemorate  throughout  the 
whole  world,  declared  that:  He  was  the  way,  the  truth, and  the  life, 
and  if  the  world  would  live  in  accord  with  His  divine  plan,  i.e., 
"Love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself",  the  very  Utopia  wo  so  oarnestly 
desire  and  hope  for  can  be  accomplished. 

The  time  has  arrived  when  men  ought  to  realize  that  they 
have  been  deceived  into  believing  that  tho  present  unhappy  condi- 
tions are  natural,  and  perceive  the  truthfulness  of  the  laws  of 
God  which  have  again  been  revealed  to  His  prophets  for  correct  li- 
ving. God's  plan  earnestly  appeals  first  to  the  individual,  then 
to  the  homo,  then  the  nation  will  gladly  follow.  It  is  impossible 
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to  commence  with  the  world;  that  method  is  absolutely  contrary  to 
God's  system.  "Train  a  child  when  he  is  young  in  the  way  he  should 
go,  then,  when  he  is  old  he  will  not  depart  from  it". We  must  train 
the  unit  correctly  if  we  hope  to  have  the  whole  obey. 

The  powers  of  evil  deception  realize  that  the  time  for  the 
destruction  of  its  powers  is  at  hand,  and  the  great  sorrow  to  many 
today  is  the  terrible  indifference  manifested  by  individuals  and  the 
people  as  a  whole  to  the  methods  God  is  using  to  bring  about  the 
peace  on  earth  and  good  will  toward  all  men. 

God's  plan  is:  That  the  world  with  age  and  reason  should  re- 
sist the  powers  of  evil,  and  seek  to  know  and  follow  after  right- 
eousness. He  has  called  and  sent  His  prophets  and  teachers  to  give 
plain  and  definite  instruction,  that  all  may  know,  even  the  wayfar- 
ing man,  though  a  fool  need  not  err  therein  if  he  manifests  a  will- 
ingness to  be  taught.  But  if  he  refuses,  the  time  is  near  at  hand 
when  the  word  of  the  Lord  through  the  prophet  Moses  will  be  ful- 
filled -  "A  prophet  shall  the  Lord  your  God  raise  up  unto  you  of 
your  brethren,  like  unto  me:  him  shall  ye  hear  in  all  things  what- 
soever he  shall  say  unto  you.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  that  every 
soul  which  will  not  hear  that  prophet  shall  be  destroyed  from  among 
the  people".  (Acts  3:22-23.) 

It  is  in  this  manner  that  God  will  establish  the  reign  of 
peace  and  good  will  on  earth,  not  because  He  would  not  likeittobe 
established  by  the  plan  and  means  of  a  world  repentance,  but  be- 
cause the  world  refuse  to  hear  the  voice  of  warning  by  the  pro- 
phets of  God.  The^r  have  allowed  themselves  to  be  d  eceived  into  des- 
troying the  prophets  of  God  from  age  to'  age  until  this  time, 
now  God  is  going  very  soon  to  turn  the  tables  upon  His  adversaries 
and  destroy  all  who  al^ow  themselves  to  be  deceived  by  the  evil 
power,  and  build  up  a  people  who  can  and  will  live  the  divine  plan 
as  taught  by  Him,  whose  birth  the  whole  world  welcomes,  but  whose 
teachings  all  of  us  have  so  grossly  ignored  to  the  utter  destruc — 
tion  of  nearly  all  flesh. 

Let ' this  Christmas  tide  be  one  in  which  all  Lat terDaySaints 
not  only  rejoice  in  His  humble  birth,  but  renew  their  covenants  to 
always  remember  Him,  and  keep  the  commandments  which  He  has  given, 
that  they  may  be  prepared  for  His  second  coming,  which  is  the  only 
way  to  glorify  God  and  bring  about  peace  on  earth  and  good  will 
amongst  men  and  all  of  His  other  creations.  For  truly,  peace  on 
earth  means  the  destruction  of  enmity  with  the  animal  and  even  the 
vegetable  creations  of  our  Father.  H6  saw  that  all  His  creations 
were  very  good,  and  the  restoration  to  that  condition  is  the  goal 
we  may  expect  in  the  near  future,  but  the  pangs  of  its  ushering  in 
will  be  terrible  to  those  living  in  sin  and  discord. 

Let  us  all  act  at  once,  while  the  angelic  song  and  declara- 
tion is  within  our  reach  -  "Glory  to  God  in  the. Highest,  and  on 
earth  peace,  good  will  .toward  all  men".    (Luke  2:14). 

-  Mission  President  Samuel  Martin. 
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"A  BRIEF  HISTORY  OF  THE  SOUTH  AFHICAiJ  MISSION". 

by 
Andrew  Jenson,  Assistant  Church  Historian. 

Elders  Jesse  Haven,  Leonard  I.  Smith  and  William  H.  Walker 
were  the  first  Latter  Lay  Saint  missionaries  sent  by  the  authori- 
ties of  the  Church  to  labour  in  South  Africa.  They  sailed  from 
England  February  11th,  1853,  arriving  in  Cape  Town  April  19th,  of 
the  same  year. 

Immediately  upon  their  arrival  they  made  application  for 
the  use  of  the  Town  Hall,  which  was  granted  upon  condition  that 
they  paid  for  the  lighting.  They  made  arrangements  to  hold  meet- 
ings in  the  hall  for  six  consecutive  nights,  and  commenced  to  ad- 
vertise these  meetings.  On  the  first  evening, April  25th, the  hall 
was  nearly  filled.  Elder  Haven  was  the  first  speaker,  addressing 
the  audience  upon  the  first  principles  of  the  gospel. He  was  foll- 
owed by  Elder  Leonard  I.  Smith  who  bore  a  powerful  testimony  of 
the  divine  mission  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith.  At  this,  some  of 
the  listeners  became  so  excited  that  it  was  impossible  to  continue 
the  meeting  on  account  of  the  confusion.  The  following  evening 
the  brethren  found  the  hall  closed  against  them.  They  obtained 
the  use  of  other  halls,  but  mobbers  caused  so  much  confusion  that 
it  was  impossible  to  speak.  Some  preachers  also  delivered  lect- 
ures in  opposition  to  the  teachings  of  the  Elders.  Friends  were 
raised  up,  and  some  desired  baptism,  but  were  afraid  to  make  a 
decided  stand.  Finally  a  Mr.  Paul  of  Mowbray, (a  suburb  of  Cape 
Town)  a  man  of  influence,  permitted  the  Elders  to  hold  meetings 
at  his  home,  informing  the  audience  at  the  commencement  of  the 
meeting,  that  if  they  did  not  wish  to  listen  they  could  leave, but 
the  first  man  who  offered  an  insult  on  his  premises  would  be  in 
danger  of  "having  more  holes  made  through  him  than  a  skimmer", and 
as  long  as  the  Elders  remained  in  the  vicinity;  Mr.  Nicholas  Paul  , 
was  their  friend,  and  soon  afterwards  requested  baptism. 

On  Wednesday,  June  15th,  1853,  Elder  Leonard  I .  S&ri-ttgar  bap-  ' 
tized  Henry  Stringer  at  Mowbray,  as  the  first  fruit  of  the  labours 
of  the  Elders  in  South  Africa.  Previously,  on  May  23rd,  Elders 
Haven,  Smith,  and  Walker,  had  organised  themselves  into  the  first 
.Branch  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Lay  Saints  in  So. 
Africa. 

,.  '  On  June  23rd,  1853,  Elder  William  H.  Walker  baptized  Mr. 
Nicholas  Paul,  the  gentleman  who  had  so  valiantly  defended  them; 
this  was  the  second  baptism  in  the  Mission. The  following  day, Mrs. 
Paul  and  others  were  baptised,  and  six  months  after  the  arrival 
of  the  Elders  in  Cape  Town  they  had  baptized  45  persons .organised 
t-wc  Blanches  and  blessed  a  number  of  children. 
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They  also  sent  to  England  for  a  number  of  books  and  tracts.    The 
branches  in  the  vicinity  of  Cape  Town  were  later  organised   as  the 

Cape  Conference. 

On  February  23rd ,  1854,  a  Branch  was  organised  at  Beaufort 
by  Elder  William  H.  Ualker.  Elder  Smith  was  doing  a  good  work  at 
Port  Elizabeth,  where  several  had  been  baptized  but  no  Branch  or- 
ganised on  account  of  the  scattered  condition  of  the  converts  .Later, 
a  flourishing  Branch  was  established  at  Port  Elizabeth. 

At  a  Conference  held  at  Port  Elizabeth  August  13th, 1855 , the 
Church  in  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  (South  African  Mission)  consisted 
of  3  Conferences,  6  Branches,  and  a  total  membership  of  126. 

On  November  27  th,  1855 \  Elders  William  H.  Walker  and  Leonard 
I.Smith  sailed  from  Port  Elizabeth  per  the  ship  "Unity",  accompan- 
ied by  fifteen  emigrating  Saints  bound  for  Zion.  Elder  Jesse  Haven 
remained  in  Cape  Colony.  The  ship  "Unity"  was  purchased  by  two 
members  of  the  Church,  Charles  Roper  and  John  Stock, one  from  Beau- 
fort and  the  other  from  port  Elizabeth,  on  account  of  the  diffi- 
culty in. securing  passage  by  steerage  for  the  company.  The  ship 
was  chartered  to  London  with  a  cargo. 

On  Pec ember  15th,  1655,  Elder  Jesse  Haven  left  Cape  Town 
with  a  small  company  of  emigrating  Saints  en  route  fcr  Salt  Lake 
City.  At  that  time  176  persons  had  been  baptized  in  the  whole  col- 
ony. Some  had  emigrated  and  some  had  been  excommunicated,  leaving 
in  all  121  Saints  in  the  Colony  after  Elder  Haven  left.  Elder  Id- 
ward  Slaughter  was  left  in  charge  of  the  Latter  Pay  Saints  in  the 
Port  Elizabeth  Conference,  and  Elder  Richard  Provis  in  the  Cape 
Colony  Conference, 

In  1857,  Elder  Ebenezer  C.  Richardson  was  sent  from  the  Bri- 
tish Mission  tc  preside  oyer  the  "Caps  of  Good  Hope  Mission".  He 
was  accompanied  by  Elder  James  Brooks.  .They  arrived  in  their  new 
field  of  labour  in  the  fall  of  that  year.  As  is  usually  the  case 
when  the  Elders  are  absent  for  any  length  of  time,  the  newly  arri- 
ved _ missionari es  found  the  Church  in  South  Africa  in  a  somewhat  un- 
satisfactory condition,  although  the  presiding  Elders  had  laboured 
with  great  fidelity.  When  Elders  Richardson  and  Brooks  left  for 
home  in. the  spring  of  1858,  the  Church  had  a  membership  of  243.  At 
that  time  Elder  Richard  Provis  still  presided  over  the  Cape  Colony 
Conference,  and  Elder  John  Stock  was  president  of  the  Eastern  Pro- 
vince Conference. 

In  March,  1859,  thirty  Saints  emigrating  to  Zion  left  Port 
Elizabeth  on  the  ship  "Alacrity",  in  charge  of  Elder  Jos.  R.Humph- 
reys . 

In  December,  1861,  Elders  William  Potheringham, Henry  A.Pix- 
on,  and  John  Talbot  arrived  in  Cape  Town  as  missionaries  from  Zion. 
i  In  March,  1863,  a  company  of  15  emigrating  Saints  left  Port 
Elizabeth  bound  for  Zion,  and  a  few  days  later  the  barque  "Henry 
illis"  left  tne  same  port  with  a  company  of  30  emigrants.  These 
v.'er-e  m  charge  of  Elders  Robert  Jrant  and  John  Stock,  (local  Elders) 
respectively. 
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Elders  Fotheringham,  Dixon  and  Talbot  remained  in  Cape  Col- 
ony until  the  spring  of  1964,  having  laboured  considerably  in  Cape 
Town,  Port  Elizabeth,  Pietermaritzburg,  Grahams town,  Humansdorp, 
V/interburg,  etc.  Considerable  success  was  achieved  among  the  Ger- 
man and  Dutch  residents  in  these  localities.  Elder  Minor  1.  Atwood, 
a  Zion  Elder  who  had  been  labouring  for  some  time  in  the  Mission, 
succeeded  Elder  Fotheringham  in  the  presidency  of  the  Mission.  In 
April,  1865,  Elder  Atwood ,  in  charge  of  a  company  of  emigrating  con- 
verts, sailed  from  Port  Elizabeth  homeward  bound,  leaving  the  Miss- 
ion in  charge  of  local  Saints. 

Elder  Edward  Slaughter  of  Port  Elizabeth,  writing  under  date 
of  July  8th,  1866,  said:  "Our  colony  is  in  a  miserable  condition  --, 
the  work  of  the  Lord  is  at  a  standstill  here.   Many  are, however  .sat- 
isfied of  the  truth  of  "Mormonism",  but  are  unwilling  to  surrender 
the  opinions  and  praise  of  men  for  the  favour  and  praise  of  God". 

.It  was  nearly  forty  years  before  the  South  African  Mission 
was-:fe -opened.  On  July  25th,  1903,  Elders  1/arren  H.  Lyon!,  William 
R.  Smith,  Thomas  L.  Griffiths  and  George  A.  Simpkins  arrived  in  Cape 
Town  to  re-open  a  Latter  Day  Saint  Mission  in  that  part  of  the  world. 
In  spite  of  the  long 'lapse  of  years  they  found  a  few  scattered  mem- 
bers, showing  that  the  seed  sown  by  the  former  missionaries  "  still 
bore  fruit,  and  that  at  no  time  since  the  Mission  was  opened  in  1853 
had  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  the  surrounding  district  been  without 
at  least  a  few  members  of  the  Church. 


"LATTER  DAY  REVELATION  PREDICTIONS". 


Lutus  Grationa,  in  his  "Hope  of  Zion",  printed  in  Switzerland 
in  17  39,  says: 

"The  old  time  Gospel  and  the  gifts  thereof  are  lost; fa-lee  doc- 
trines prevail  in  every  Church  and  in  all  the  land.  All  that  we  can 
do  is  to  exhort  the  people  to  be  just,  fear  Jod,  and  shun  evil,  and 
pray,  pray,  pray.  Prayer  and  purity  may  cause  an  angel  to  visit  a 
deep  and  depressed  soul,  but,  I  tell  you,  that  in  100  years  God  will 
have  spoken.  He  will  restore  the  old  Church  again.  I  see  a  little 
band  of  people  led  by  a  prophet  and  faithful  Elders.  They  are  perse- 
cuted, burned  out,  murdered,  but  in  a  valley  which  lies  on  theshores 
of  a  great  lake,  they  will  grow  and  make  a  beautiful  land,  have  a 
temple  of  magnificent  splendour,  and  also  possess  the  old  Priesthood, 
with  Apostles,  Prophets,  Teachers  and  Deacons. From  every  nation  will 
the  true  believers  be  gathered  by  speedy  messengers,  and  then  will 
5od  almighty  speak  to  disobedient  nations  with  thunders  and  light- 
nings, such  as  were  never  heard  of  before  in  history." 

The  book  which  contains  the  above  predictions  can  be  found  in 
the  University  Library  in  Basel,  Switzerland. 
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"THE  3X3RCIS3  OF  AUTHORITY" 

The  world  has  said  that  one  of  the  most  dangerous  things 
in"Mormonism"  is  the  authority  that  they  preach.  They  claim  that 
it  is  dangerous  because  it  places  power  in  the  hands  of  men  that 
can  be  used  for  unscrupulous  purposes.  Had  they  known  a  little 
more  concerning  this  authority  they  could  not  make  a  statement 
of  this  sort. 

Let  us  consider  our  authority  among  the  brethren.  We  are 
taught  that  in  the  Celescial  Kingdom  (the  Kingdom  of  God),  "all 
are  equal  in  power,  and  in  might,  and  in  dominion. Acting  in  con- 
cert, their  glory  is  one,  even  as  the  glory  of  the  sun  is  one"  - 
(Doctrine  and  Covenants,  Section  76:95-96.)  We  are  endeavouring 
now  to  live  this  celestial  law,  though  still  in  the  flesh, as  our 
organisation  is  based  upon  it. 

Paul,  writing  to  the  Ephesians ,  (Chapter  4:11-16)  likens 
the  organisation  to  a  human  body  of  which  Christ  is  the  head  -  - 
"From  whom  the  whole  body  fitly  joined  together  and  compacted  by 
that  which  every  joint  supplieth  according  to  the  effectual  work- 
ing in  the  measure  of  6very  part,  which  maketh  increase  of  the 
body  unto  the  edifying  of  itself  in  love".  There  is  no  word  of 
precedence  or  greater  power  or  .dominion  among  these  parts  fitly 
joined  together.  The  'power  "of  the  body  proceeds  from  the"effect- 
ual  working  in  the  measure  of  every  part",  and  every  part  has  its 
specific,  duty  to  perform.  Confusion  can  only  arise  when  a  part 
tries  to  usurp  authority  or  perform  duties  belonging  to  another 
part . 

This  brings  us  to  the  thought  that  authority  is  the  right 
to  perform  certain  services  for  the  nurture  and  up-building  of 
the  body,  or,  as  Paul  has  it,  "increase  of  the  body, and  edifying 
i  ts  elf  in  love" . 

..  When  the  mother  of  Zebedees'  children  came  to  Christ,  de- 
siring special  privileges  for  her  sons,  (Matt.  20:20-28)  He  told 
His  disciples  plainly  tl.at  the  authority  that  they  were  receiving 
was  different  to  that  of  the  5entiles .Ins tead  of  being  served  or 
ministered  to,  they  were  to  be  the  servants,  and  he  who  was  able 
to  serve  best  would  be  the  greatest  among  them.  This  teaching 
was  repealed  on  another  accasion,  (Matt.  23)  concluding  wi th  the 
warning  (Verse  12),  "And  whosoever  shall  exalt  himself  shall  be 
abased,  and  he  that  shall  humble  himself  shall  be  exalted". 

The  teaching  concerning  the  unity  of  the  body  is  continued 
in  Corinthians,  the  twelfth  chapter,  where  it  is  shown  how  Chris  t , 
the  Head,  operates  by  spiritual  power  through  the  various  mem- 
bers of  the  body,  and  states  plainly  that  more  attention  should 
be  paid  to  the  'uncomely  parts  of  the  body,  for  if  the  ugly  parts 
of  the  body  be  made  beautiful,  how  much  more  beautiful  will  be 
the  healthy  parts.  "That  there  should  be  no  schism  (division)  in 
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the  body;  but  that  the  members  should  have  the  same  care  one  for 
another.  And  whether  one  member  suffer,  all  the  members  suffer 
with  it;  or  one  member  be  honoured,  all  the  members  rejoice  with 
it".   (Verses  25-26)  . 

In  these  teachings  Paul  has  also  shown  plainly  that  no  one 
part  can  say  to  the  other  -  "You  are  not  necessary"  or  "I  am  more 
important  than  you". 

In  this  organisation  I  have  found  the  rights  of  the  minor- 
ity more  safely  guarded  than  in  any  other  organisation  in  the 
world. 

The  teachings  of  the  Church  on  "Free  Agency"  restore  self 
respect  and  joy  to  the  man  who  was  at  one  time  a  slave  to  sin. 

The  principle  of  Unity  in  decisions  which  calls  for  unan- 
imous voting  on  the  part  of  its  members,  together  with  the  teach- 
ing of  co-operation  in  all  things  are  in  themselves  answers  to 
the  fears  of  the  world , 

In  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  Section  121,  Verses  34-46, 
are  given  the  words  of  the  Lord  through  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith 
on  the  exercise  of  authority  by  the  Priesthood  in  the  offices  they 
are  called  to  fill; 

"Behold,  there  are  many  called,  but  few  are  chosen.  And 
why  are  they  not  chosen? 

Because  their  hearts  are  set  so  much  upon  the  things  of 
this  world,  and  aspire  to  the  honours  of  men,  that  they  do  not 
learn  this  one  lesson  - 

That  the  rights  of  the  Priesthood  are  inseparably  connec- 
ted with  the  powers  of  heaven,  and  that  the  powers  of  heaven  can- 
not be  controlled  nor  handled  only  upon  the  principles  of  right- 
eousness . 

That  they  may  be  conferred  upon  us  it  is  true;  but  when 
we  undertake  to  cover  our  sins,  or  to  gratify  our  pride, our  vain 
ambition,  or  to  exercise  control,  or  dominion,  or  compulsion  up- 
on the  souls  of  the  children  of  men,  in  any  degree  of  unright- 
eousness, behold,  the  heavens  withdraw  themselves;  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  is  grieved;  and  when  it  is  withdrawn,  Amen  to  the  Priest- 
hood, or  the  authority  of  that  man. 

Behold!  ere  he  is  aware,  he  is  left  unto  himself,  to  kick 
against  the  pricks;  to  persecute  the  Saints,  and  to  fight  against 
3od. 

Fe  have  learned,  by  sad  experience,  that  it  the  nature  and 
disposition  of  almost  all  men,  as  soon  as  they  get  a  little  auth- 
ority, as  they  suppose,  they  will  immediately  begin  to  exercise 
unrighteous  dominion. 

Hence  many  are  called, but  few  are  chosen." 
I  know  these  things  are  true,  therefore  I  do  not  fear  un- 
righteous dominion,  and  my  soul  rejoices  in  this,  the  workof  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

-  Clarence  B.  Spear,  Pres.  Bloemfontein  Branoh. 
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:1/.  .-    -CHRISTMAS    AMD   NEW   YEAR'S    GREETINGS 
Erom  President    and   Sister  Martin 


Dear  Brothers,    Sisters    and  Friends,  .    .... 

Last  year  as  a  means  of  sending  our  Christmas  and  New  Year 
greetings    to  you  we    endeavoured    to    reach  you  all  by   card.  This 

year  we  have  great  joy  in  doing  so  in  our  "Cumorah  Monthly.  Bull- 
etin", with  a  desire  that  ic  will  reach  many  more  of  you.  who  have 
shown  us    so    much  kindness   during  1927.  -; .     ., 

We  appreciate  your  efforcs  and  co-operation  with  us  and  all 
the  Elders  in  the  several  Districts  and  auxiliary  organisations  , 
through  which  much  good   has   been  done.     •  .    •: 

We   would    appeal    to    the  parents    to   give   earnest        attention 
to    the   young  members    of    their  families.      Protect    them  from  the  gen- 
eral   tendency  which  prevails   in  so'  many  homes   where   little   child- 
ren are   allowed    to   play  about    the. streets    after  dark;         endeavour 
to    guide    them  in   their   associates,    in    their   readings    and  pi  easures. 

There  is  such  a  flood  of  salacious,  trashy  li  terature  which 
many  boys  and  girls  are  devouring,  which  will  develop  within  them 
depraved  minds,  besides  the  absoliite  waste  of  -  .vecious  hours  which 
could  otherwise  and  ought  to  be  used  in  intellectual  development, 
preparing   them  for  useful   citizenship. 

Where   you  are   removed    from   the  regular  weekly   calls  and 

opportunities  for  the  ministrations  of  the  servants  of  God,  endea- 
vour to  arrange  with  your  families  one  evening  at  least  each  week 
in  real   scriptural   studies,    father    taking   the   lead. 

If  you  have  not  the  subject  matter  to  study,  S6nd  us  aline 
and  we  will  endeavour  to  send  you  such  subjects  and  literature  as 
will   be   helpful    to    you. 

There  is  real  danger  lurking  in  every  walk  of  life  today  to 
the  chastity  and  purity  of  our  ooys  and  girls.  Mothers  and  Fath- 
ers', become  the  chums  of  your  sons  c.nd  daughters;  see  that  they 
are  not  allowed  to  go  out  into  the  world  to  fight  a  terrible  and 
dangerous   foe  unarmec  . 

Take    them  right    into   your   life   and    teach    them   the  realprin- 
ciples    of   life   and   purity  and    love.      There   are   no   soulr   more   prec- 
ious   in   the   sight   of    Jod    than    those   of   your  own   offspring. 

Always  remember  that  the  one  great  call  of  the  scriptures 
is:  "Bo  Prepared".  If  you  have  not  prepared  your  own  family  God 
will    require    their  blood    at    thine   hand. 

We  pray  the  Lord  to  abundantly  bless  you  in  all  your  tem- 
poral and  spiritual  affairs,  and  that  19S8  may  prove  to  be  a  year 
of   great   blessings    to    you  all. 

If   you  would   like    to    have    the  best   out  .of   life,    make    up 
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your  mind   not    to   go    into   debt,    and   if   you  nave   ccatracted  debts, 
economise   and    economise   until  you  are  freed   from  debt. 

Debt   robs   us    of    joy  and   good   health, 

Do   not   forget    to   pay    the  Lord   His   dues.      We   all   need     His 
blessings,    and    the  surest  way  of   obtaining   them  io    to  dothatwhich 
Ho   has    commanded  us  . 

Help  us  in  this  great  work  by  cheerfull:/  forgiving  each 
other  every  real  or  imaginary  wrong;  build  up  your  meetings,  and 
strengthen  your  organisation   classes   by  being   there   prepared. 

To  all  tc  whom  this  Bulletin  may  come,  please  accept  our 
love  and  kindest  wishes  for  a  wonderful  coming  year  in  every  way 
good    for   you.  ^          : 


at  E  E  P   I    IT   G        BUS    Y" 


When  attending  to  my  spinning,  01  whatever'  tasks  are  mine, 
I  don't  see  my  neighbours  sinning  -  I  suppose  they're  acting  fine. 
While  I'  fumigate  my  chickens  or  repair  the  kitchen  flue, folks  may 
act  -up  like  the  dickens,  I  don't  notice  what  they  do'.Oh.I'm  sing- 
ing, angel- throated,  as  I  tinker  in  the  rain,  and  my  thrugLts  are 
all  devoted  to  my  labours  safe  and  sane,  So  I  do  not  hear  the  scan- 
dals that  are  flying  through  the  towr ,  and  I  do  not  meet  the  van- 
dals who  would  wreck  some  fair  renown.  And  I  miss  the  vicious 
stories  that  the  gossips  weave  all  day,  for  I  ho e  my  morning  glo- 
ries in  the  good  old  fashioned  way.  3u.sy  people  do  aor  peddle 
tales  that  stir  uo  human  strife;  busy  people  do  not  meddle  with 
the  dirty  dregs  of  life:  they  are  thinking  o^  achievement,  of  the 
toil  that  makes  a  hit.  and  they  know  fcheir  great  bereavement  when 
the  darkness  makes  them  quit.  Idlers  spend  their  time  inventing 
tales  that  makes  old  Satan  grin,  they're  the  sleuth-hounds  that 
are  scenting  overy  trail  that  hints  cf  sin;  and  the  wholesome  lads 
arc-  sweating  as  the  golden  moments  flit,  only  worrying  and  frett- 
ing when    the   darkness    makes    them  quit. 

(Copyright   by   George  Matthew  Adams) 

-     Walt   Mason. 
(Conied   from  "The  Peseret   News".) 


"There   is    a  law,    irrevocably  decreed    in  heaven  before    the 
foundations'  of   this  world,    upon  which  all  blessings    are   predica- 
ted;   and  when  we   obtain   any  blessing  from   led.    it    is   by  obedience 
to    that   law   upon  which   i t    is    predicated". 

(Doctrine   and    Covenants    31:20-21. 
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"MISSION  NEWS" 


"Cumorah"  Mowbray. 

This  past  month  has  been  one  of  much  success  throughout  this 
District,  and  we  feel  to  rejoice  in  the  blessings  of  the  Lord  which 
have  attended  us. 

We  are  happy  to  say  that  a  Baptismal  Service  was  held  Sunday 
morning,  November  20th,  when  Brother  Louie  J.  Swart  and  family  were 
added  to  the  Church. 

A  short  trip  to  Moorreesburg  by  District  President  William  E. 
Hutchings  and  Elder  Bertram  J.  Glynn  proved  successful,  inasmuch  as 
they  had  the  opportunity  of  baptising  Sister  A.'  ij,  Brummer's  little 
son,'  Jacobus.   A  Sacrament  Meeting  was  also  held  while  there. 

Sister  Matilda  Quick  of  Ogden,  Utah,  formerly  of  Port  Elisa- 
beth, arrived  in  Cape  Town  on  Monday,  November  21st,  per  the  R.M.V. 
Carnarvon  Castle.   Brother  P.  L.  Stoman,  of  the  Strand, who  has  been 
waiting:  for  seven  years  for  the  opportunity  of  making  her  his  bride, 
met  her  at  the  docks,  and  later  they  were  quietly  married. 

On  November  23rd,  President  and  Sister  Samuel  Martin  celebra- 
ted their  30th  Wedding  Anniversary  by  giving  a  social  at  "Cumorah", 
at  which  Brother  and  Sister  Stoman  were  the.  guests  .of  honour.  This 
social  also  marked  the  event  of  the  closing  spssion  of  the  Mutual 
Improvement  Association  for  the  remainder  of  the  year.  It  will  re- 
open some  time  in.Feoruary.  x 

All  the  Sisters  of  the  Branch  haye  been  very  busy  preparing 
for  the  Bar.aar  that  is  to  be  held  on  December  1st. 

-  District  Clerk  Rex  C.  Ellsworth. 

"Ramah"  Johannesburg. 

The  past  month  in  this  District  has  brought  us  much  success, 
and. we  have  every  cause  to  rejoice  in  the  blessings  that  we   have 
received  . 

All  of  our  meetings  have  shown  an  increase  in  at  t  endance  .At 
our  Cottage  Meetings  we  have  had  some  new  friends  in  at  tendance  who 
seem  to  be  taking  a  keen  interest  in  our  message. 

We  have  been  kept  very  busy  throughout  the  month  in  paint- 
ing and  cleaning  up  "Ramah". 

Early  in  the  month  the  Mutual  Improvement  Association  held 
a  fancy-dress  Halloween  party,  which  was  the  closing  social  f  or  tha 
year.  The  Hall  was  beautifully  decorated,  and  everyone  present  hai 
a  most  enjoyable  time. 

On  Sunday,  October  30th,  District ; President  Paul  A.    Thorn 
visited  the  Saints  in  Pretoria,  and  held  a  meeting  at  the  home   of 
Brother  and  Sister  Hubert,  at  which  there  were  13  in  attendance. 
They  are  desirous  of  meeting  together  more  often,  and  it 'is  'to   be 
hoped  that  ['we  will  be  able  to  sendione  Elder  to  Pretoria  to    hold 
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meetings   each  Sunday,  in  the  near  future.  >f 

On  November  12th  a  baby  girl  arrived  at  the  home  af  Broth- 
er and  Sister  Kerr  Orr.   Sister  Orr  was  formerly  Sister  Edna  Muir. 

During  the  month  aiders  Veils  L.  Evans  and  0.  Layton  Alld- 
redge  also  made  a  visit  to  Pretoria,  and  held  another  very  succ- 
essful Cottage  Meeting,  with  14  in  attendance,  5  of  whom  wore,  in- 
vest o gators  . 

We  are  planning  to  hold  another  Baptismal  Service  on  Nov- 
embsr  29th,  which  will  make  the  fourth  held  in  this  District  dur- 
ing this  year. 

On  Saturday,  December  3rd,  the  Relief  Society  will  hold  the 
Annual  Bazaar,  which  they  have  been  preparing  for  for  some  time. 
We, 'feel  very  optimistic  regarding  this,  and  hope  that  it  will  be  a 
great  success. 

President  Noel  5.  Knight,  of  the  Kimberley  District,    has 
just  arrived  here,  and  is  spending  a  few  days  with  us  prior  to  his 
leaving  for  Convention. 

We  are  ever  praying  for  the  success  of  our  Saints  and  friends 
throughout  the  Mission. 

-  District  Clerk  Leroy  H.  Duncan. 

Port  Elizabeth  District . 

The  past  month  has  been  one  of  strength  and  great  joy,  as 
our  labours  have  been  blessed  considerably. 

On  Wednesday,  October  26th,  a  farewell  social  was  held  in 
our  Hall  in  honour  of  District  President  {Jrant  H.  Mortens  en,  who 
Sailed  for  home  per  the  "Adolph  Woermann"  on  October  27th.  There 
was  a  large  crowd  present,  and  everyone  enjoyed  themselves. 

A  successful  visit  was  paid  to  the  Uitenhage  Branch  dur- 
ing the  early  part  of  the  month. 

On  Saturday,  November  19th,  a  Baptismal  Service  was  held, 
When  five  souls  were  added  to  the  Church,  Thos .  W.  Appleby, Fran- 
cis Slabbbrt,  Rebecca  and  Isabelle  Zon,  and  Caroline  Brooks. 

We  have  held  several  Cottage  Meetings  during  the  past  month 
which  have  proved  a  source  of  strength  to  all.   Our  tractingwork 
has  been  somewhat  interfered  with,  owing  to  the  preparations  nec- 
essary for  Baptismal  Services,  and  making  out  Annual  Reports. 

We  feel  that  the  Lord  has  blessed  us  greatly  in  our  labours, 
and  wo  are  eagerly  looking  forward  to  a  successful  Convention   in 
December. 

Our  kindest  regards  are  extended  to  all  throughout  the  Miss- 
ion. 

-  District  Clerk  Sheldon  R.  Free. 

Bloemfontein  District. 

It  is  with  great  joy  that  we  report  our  past  month's  work. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  month,  District  Presidents  N. 
lr.   Knight  and  Foyal  L.  Smith  exchanged  visits  in  their  respective 


Page  IE.  "CUMORAH  MONTHLY  BULLETIN" 


Districts.   These  visits  proved  a  source  of  strength  to  all  con- 
cerned, and  inasmuch  as  this  was  probably  President  Knight's  last 
visit  to  Bloemfontein,  a  social  was  given  by  Bro .  and  Sister  Reu- 
ben Penny,  on  November  5th. 

As  a  result  of  a  year's  hard  work,  the  Relief  Society  now 
has  a  very  nice  display  of  goods  fof  their  Annual  Bazaar,  which 
will  Le  held  on  December  2nd, 

We,  are  planning  to  hold  to  hold  a  .Baptismal  Service  on  Nov. 
26th,  at  which  Mrs <  Johanna  Carolina  Ninow  will  be  baptized. 

Two  very  successful  Street  Meetings  have  been  held  during 
the  past  month,  and  we  find  that  a  great  deal  of  strength  comes 
to  our  Branch  through  .thes  e  meetings. 

Early  in  the  month  we  mere  able  to  do  a  little  tracting, 
which  we  found  very  successful,  but  for  the  past  two  weeks,  our 
entire  .time  has  been  spent  in  preparing  for  our  coming  Convention, 
and  in  making  out  Annual  Reports. 

The  Lord  has  truly  blessed  us  throughout  the  past  month, 
for  which  we  are  very  grateful. 

-  District  Clerk  Chas .  V/'.  Larson. 

Kimberle'y  District. 

The  work  of  the  Lord  has,  throughout  this  past  month,  been 
steadily  going  ahead. 

Our  work  has  been  somewhat  interfered  with  owing  to  the  pre- 
paration of  Annual  Reports,  but  these  are  now  finished,  and  we  are 
busy  preparing  that  the  work  may  ca'rry  on  while  the  Elders  are  ab- 
sent at  Convention. 

Both  the  Sunday  School  and  Mutual  are  progressing  nicely, 
and  are  a  source  of  strength  to  this  Branch. 

A  local  Kimberley  paper  recently  published  a  good  article 
on  the  new  Latter  Day  Saint  Temple  erected  in  Arizona.  This  has 
been  a  great  help  to  us  in  our  work. 

On  November  S5th,  District  President  Noel  1.  Knight  left 
for  Johannesburg,  where  he  will  visit  for  a  short  time  before  leav- 
in   for  Convention. 

We  are  continually  praying  for  the  success  of  our  brethren 
in  this  land. 

'  .  -  District  Clerk  Wm.  B.  Holland. 

Natal  District'. 

The  work  of  the  Lord  is  continually  progressing  in  this 
District.   The  people  are  becoming  more  interested  in. our  mess- 
age, and  we  have  ha"  the  opportunity  of  visiting  a  few  new  homes, 
who  have  received  us  kindly, 

Our  time  has  mostly  been  spent  in  visiting  throughout  this 
past  month,  which  has  kept  us  busy,  as  we  ^ere  desirous  of  visit- 
ing all  the  Saints  and  fri?  cs  prior  to  leaving  for  Convention. 
President  Marion,  L.  Allred  is  planning  to  go  via  Johannesburg,  and 
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Elder  0.  N.  Becks tead'  per  Mail  boat. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  November  23rd,  Bro .  and  Sister  Jack 
Moore  gave  a  farewell  social  in  honour  of  President  Allred,  who 
will  labour  in  Johannesburg  on  his  return  from  Convention. 

V/e  are  earnestly  looking  forward  to  our' Convention,  and 
hope  that  it  will  meet  with  the  greatest  success. 

We  are  very  pleased  to  hea-  of  the  success  of  our  brethren, 
and  to  see  the  favourable  articles  in  sev-eral  of  the  leading  nev«s- 
papers  throughout  the  country,  which,  we  believe,  will  do  much  to- 
ward breaking  down  some  of  the  prejudice  existing  toward  us. 

-  District  Clerk  Oral  N.  Beckstead. 

East  London  District. 

Our  labours  in  this  restrict  have  been  progressing  nicely 
during  this  past  month,  and  we  feel  grateful  for  the  success-  which 
the  Lord  has  given  us. 

We  have  finished  first  tracting  in  the  Southernwood  District, 
and  hav.o  nearly  completed  second  tra'cting,  which  has  kept  us  very 
busy,  and  were  it  but  a  little  ooolor  we  would  be  enjoying  oursel- 
ves to  the  fullest  extent. 

The  Saints,  and  friends  are  interested  in  the  wonderful  Jos- 
pel  principles,  and'  the  "Cumo rah  Monthly  Bulletin"  is  helping  in 
the  good  work  by  bringing  forth  truths  in  simplicity,  so  that  they 
can  be  understood  by  all. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  our  Christmas  Convention,  when  w& 
can  mecb  and  have  the  association  of  all  the  Elders  and  Saints  in 
Cape  Tov/n. 

Elder  G-rant  H.  Mortens  en  visited  with  us  on  October  23th, 
•eii  route  to  his  home  in  Zion  via  the  Bast  Coast. 

-  District  Clerk  Ray  W.  Ellsworth. 


"A  M  B  I  T  I  0  N" 


Live   for   something,    have   a   purpose, 

And    that   purpose   keep   in  view. 
Drifting  like   a  helpless   vessel 

Thou   canst   ne'er    to    life   be    true. 
Half    the  wrecks    that   strew   life's    ocean, 

If  some   star  had   been    their   guide, 
Might   have   long  been   riding  safely: - 

But    they  drifted   with   the    tide. 

-    Robert   Whi taker. 
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